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Dozens Attend IIPG-Sponsored  
Inflatable Safety Training at MinneAPPA 

Last weekend IIPG proudly sponsored Certified Inflatable Training 
conducted by leading safety expert, Phil Slaggert. (This course normally 
runs $129 - $149 per person)  More than eighty inflatable professionals 
signed up after hearing the news that IIPG was making it possible to 
attend at no charge,.  Fifty five trainees completed the five hour course 
and the examination that followed.  
 
"Training is the absolute best way to prevent mistakes that can 
cause injuries," said IIPG President, John Carr.  "IIPG is committed to 
providing inflatable businesses with the training they need to 
translate safety standards and regulations into their daily 
operations." 
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 "Our intent today," explained Slaggert, "is to show you that there 
is a really clear path to low risk operations. Sometimes we have to 
show you what you don't want to do, what we have learned in claims and 
accidents to show you what that clear path really is."   
  
Looking for some affordable training options?  Click here to receive 
the latest training information. 

Is it Inventory or An Accident Waiting to 
Happen ? 

  
An accident waiting to happen, imagine an inflatable combo unit 
that brings this expression to mind-vividly.  Top to bottom this "show 
special" we witnessed at IAAPA last year was the epitome of what NOT 
to buy.  But, you would never know it from the crowds.  For days we 
watched what seemed like an unending line of people placing orders.  
We want to make sure, no matter who makes it, no matter where, you 
are never in one of those lines.  To do that we need to do more than 
name a product or maker, we need to arm you with the criteria that is a 
constant advantage whenever you are considering buying a new or 
resale piece of equipment. 
  

   

So, we'll use product X to play devil's advocate. 
  
1)    Product X has blatant ASTM violations (and may also have 
some hidden ones too).   
The entrance is unprotected; children could easily fall right out of 
the unit while jumping. There is no mat outside the unit to soften 
impact.  The mesh that divides the slide and bounce sections is too 
wide, from the outside a child could easily climb the walls. Inside small 
body parts could get stuck-kids have actually had teeth ripped out 
of their skulls by pressing up against the mesh and suddenly being 
forced down by another child bouncing nearby.  
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2)    This manufacturer is not a US company, and more importantly 
does not have facilities located in the US.   
Now any of these eager buyers, drawn in by advertised features and 
unaware of design and manufacturing quality issues, is really in trouble.  
An accident resulting from product design or defect is normally the 
manufacturer's liability.  What happens when there is no 
manufacturer in the USA to serve the claim or lawsuit?  If you 
operate an inflatable made by a company with no US presence, you 
very likely have accepted the manufacturer's legal responsibility.  
Now you are totally liable for product quality even though you did not 
design or manufacture the unit. 

 
3)    From an operating standpoint, you can only comply with our 
industry standard of care (ASTM F-2374) by following the 
manufacturers operating manual.  Without documentation, how can 
you comply?  You can't. Insist on getting an owner's manual whenever 
you purchase a unit, both new and resale. 
 
4)    Even if the maker resides in the US, make sure they have 
product liability insurance.  It is unlikely that any company in our 
industry is self insured.  Without product liability insurance,  
amanufacturer may be unable to fulfill their financial responsibility, 
possibly leaving that burden to the owner/operator. So, before buying 
ask for evidence of insurance. 
 

There are excellent manufacturers of high quality, industry-
compliant inflatables out there, and they too offer fantastic deals.  
But, there are some potential disasters too.  Choose wisely. 

IS it a Gem or a Lemon? --5 Ways to Hone Your 
Radar 

1)   Take Safety Training  
  
2)   Train your staff!  
  
3)    Find out if your 
prospective product has 
been certified by state 
regulators, here's how: 
Inflatable Certification Info 

  
4)    Understand what can go wrong and implement a 
risk management plan, including an 
emergency/accident plan. (We can help if you need 
details.)  
  
5)    Still not sure?  Ask us before you buy. 
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